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THE SUPERVISORS: LOOKING FOR WAYS 
TO OVERHAUL INYO'S GENERAL PLAN 

T he board of supervisors may after all bend 
to a planning department plea for more 
help to get Inyo's "General Plan" over¬ 
hauled* Last week they talked of hiring an as¬ 
sociate planner to bolster the planning direc¬ 
tor's staff. 

But some administrative officials priv¬ 
ately express the thought that more momentum, 
not more personnel, is needed to put life in¬ 
to the "plan's" vexing sluggishness* At least 
one supervisor. Bishop's Wilma Muth, has tak¬ 
en Planning Director Doug Sherburne to task, 
claiming that for two'years he ha3 "put off" 
what Muth and some others consider a "priori¬ 
ty" project. 

The supervisors are more and more dis¬ 
covering that their own decisions are often in 
collision with the present plan's ill-defined 
conventions. Sherburne replied to Muth's char¬ 
ges with the assertion that he has insuffic¬ 
ient manpov/er to work on the General Plan. The 
supervisors discussed their options but so far 
have fallen short of advertising for the pro¬ 
posed assistant. 

But if the matter of hir¬ 
ing an associate planner was up 
in the air, there was little 
doubt that the supervisors will 
act - and very soon - on finding 
a county veterans service offic¬ 
er. The new man, or possibly 
(though doubtfully) a woman, is 
to replace Jim Kelley who after 
10 years' service in that capao- 
ity, resigned under fire earlier this month. 

Area veterans' organization representat¬ 
ives will be given more than a little say in 
deciding on the new appointee, a concession to 
the former warriors that the supervisors will¬ 
ingly make. The board had been perfectly happy 
with Kelley until mounting complaints from the 
veterans, and an exhaustive grand jury report 
on inefficiency in his office, combined finally 
to force his resignation. There are some super¬ 
visors who feel that turning part of the decis¬ 
ion-making over to the vets will help to get 
the emotionally-charged issue off their backs 
and let it rest, however precariously, on the 
veterans themselves. 

Kelley leaveB his office at the end of No- 
vember. Making no effort to (See COUNTY, Page 8) 



The ONGOING DWP SQUABBLE 

DWP'S PROMISED OCTOBER "LOT SALES" 

WERE CONVENIENTLY LOST IN THE FIGHT 

P actically nobody - least of all the offic¬ 
ials of the county administration - regis¬ 
tered any surprise last week when someone 
suddenly remembered that the Department of Wat¬ 
er and Power had promised, months ago, that it 
would definitely offer up for sale some of its 
property "in October," 

At best there was a "So what else is new" 
attitude, since county residents have lived for 
years with such promises - which are usually 
issued with no lack of media fanfare. 

V/hat didn't get sold this time were more 
than a hundred lots that might be used to ease 
the county's critical housing shortage, and 
at least one large commercial property, a for¬ 
mer grocery store building on Lone Pine's main 
street - and others. The DWP Owens Valley En¬ 
gineer, Jim Wickser, himself could not remem¬ 
ber offhand what the elaborate assurances had 
included, "It was not good timing," he said, 

(See DWP SQUABBLE, Page 6) 
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INYO "COURT WATCH" 

INYO'S DEPUTIES EXAMINE THE EFFECTS 
OF THEIR CAMPAIGN FOR TOUGH SENTENCES 

Although they're not crowing about it, Inyo 
/-A County's deputy sheriffs will tell you, 

-a. when asked, that they think their recent 
attack on the county's criminal justice system 
has had some noticeable effect. 

The deputies who last year allied them¬ 
selves under the "Inyo County Deputies Associa¬ 
tion, raised the ire of many county lawyers 
when they released a public statement charging 
in effect that Inyo's courts tend toward leni¬ 
ency with convicted criminals. Although a num¬ 
ber of attornies offered a few verbal counter- 
thrusts, their words often fell on deaf ears 
among a citizenry wearied by increasing crime; 
the deputies say their campaign has resulted in 

(See COURT WATCH, Page I* ) 


The RAIN-MAKERS AT WORK 


B 


AFTER BISHOP CREEK ROSE 9 % IN 1948, 
"DOUBTING TOM" HENDERSON BECAME ONE 
OF CLOUD-SEEDING'S TRUE BELIEVERS 

[ack in post-war 191*8 when a few innovators 
in Inyo County began considering cloud- 
seeding as a serious alternative to per¬ 
iodic wet-dry cycles, Tom Henderson suggested 
they "get an Indian rain dancer." His was a 
confirmed attitude reminiscent of the "Get-a- 
horse" taunts provoked by the emergence of 
the automobile. 

But like the livery stable owners who 
became car salesmen, this Doubting Tom soon 
became a True Believer on the other side. 

He's been into atmospheric weather modifica¬ 
tion ever since. 

Henderson is a Bishop native resettled 
at Fresno where he is associated with Atmos¬ 
pherics, Inc., the contract firm that flies a 
large part of Inyo's cloud-seeding projects, 
and whose presence in cloud-filled skies more 
or less guarantees a 10-20;£ percent increase 
in area rainfall. 

Henderson's - and California Electric's 
- first tentative attempts to make rain took 
place from the seat of a World VTar II surplus 
fighter plane on Februaiy 2, 191*8. Their ef¬ 
forts showed immediate results; the flow in 
Bishop Creek increased by nine percent, and 
cloud-seeding, though met with a skepticism 
that still persists, became a permanent fact¬ 
or in Inyo County water management. 

But as Henderson explains with some ur¬ 
gency, "water management" is what cloud-seed- 

(See RAIN-MAKERS, Page 1* ) 
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THEIR HOLIDAY AT END, tourists lined bumper-to-bumper move through Inyo toward their homes in 
Southern California. For one at left, the trip was too much for his car to manage and, out of 
the traffic, he ponders a smoking motor. When the snow is good, as it has been in recent days, 
traffic such as this brings millions of dollars into the two-county economic system. 


COUNTING THE TAKE AT MAMMOTH AND JUNE 


THE THANKSGIVING SNOW PROVIDES A GOOD START TOWARD RECOVERY, BUT MONO'S SKI 
RESORTS STILL NURSE THE WOUNDS OF THREE BAD DROUGHT YEARS AND MILLIONS IN LOSSES. 




W at first had been a tentative sigh of 
relief as the snow began to fall in the 
week before, turned quickly into joy¬ 
ful shouting at the Mammoth ski resort* For Dave 
McCoy, the Mammoth Mountain entrepreneur, it 
looked like a dream come true and the end of a 
three-year period of only so-so snow. An unex¬ 
pected Pacific storm had dumped no less than four 
feet of the valuable white stuff on his multi- 
million-dollar mountain and ahead loomed the 
four-day "long weekend" of Thanksgiving. And 
there to encourage the tourists' coming were 
batteries of television cameras and southland 
photographers reporting just how sweet it all 
really i3. 

Over on the slopes at June Lake, which had 
never been any real competition to big-time 
Dave anyway, only a foot-and-a-half of snow 
provided what at best could only be called poor 
skiing conditions. 

And they came - about 35,000 of them - to 
live again the images of "ski lifestyle" set 
for them years before at Gstaad, Sun Valley and 
other cold exotic places where romance flowered 
with xhe mere placing of one's boot-clad feet 
on a table before a cozy fireplace. And, be¬ 
sides four feet of snow, the Mammoth Mountain 
Inn' offered all that, too. 

McCoy had hired 800 people to take care of 
the crowd (There would be still another 100 if 
the trade remained good), and the Inyo-Mono em¬ 
ployment office and welfare people quickly ech¬ 
oed the resorts• sighs of relief and shouts of 
joy. After three years, it looked like a lot of 
people were going back to work. 

Last year's drought had cost the mountain 
operator about 10,000,000 dollars in lost rev¬ 
enues. It's still a long way back to recovery, 
but Thanksgiving's snowfall was a good start. 

About 20 miles out of Fortune's way w as 
June Lake. The storm had somehow contrived to 
bypass this poor-roan's Sun Valley and a spokes¬ 
man for the resort "didn't even want to talk 
about" the hoped-for holiday crowd; but even at 
that a few of the June loyalists had turned up 
since, snow or not, June's quaint Alpine set¬ 


ting appeals to those who see Mammoth merely 
as a snow-covered extension of Orange County 
plastic slickness. 

Next week, June's mountain operators will 
plug in the snow machines - if nature won't do 
its share - and hope for a better turnout. But 
for June Mountain one of the two big holiday 
weekends is already lost along with the trade 
of the three past years. The sighs there were 
of a different kind. 

For the merchants, motels and restaur¬ 
ants, the 1977-78 season (if it stays good) 
will be only a step toward recovery. Some of 
the houses whose lifeblood is the tourist 
trade, have lost up to $200,000 and more. The 
sometimes-contradictory projected weather out¬ 
looks aren't much help: although most of the 
prognosticators see more snow in the offing, 
their optimistic forecasts can't be depended 
on until it's proven out in layers of icy white 
On The Ground. 

Roughly estimating the par-day expendi¬ 
tures of Mammoth's "average" middle-class ski 
enthusiast (around $ 125 ), it would appear that 
the Eastern Sierra grossed a fat Thanksgiving 
feast: about two and a half million in reven¬ 
ues. Good, but not the best - turkey, but with¬ 
out the trimmings. 

AT MAMMOTH, HOW BAD WAS IT LAST YEAR? 

IT WAS AWFUL; HERE ARE THE DOLLAR FACTS: 

Loss at the mountain: about $10,000,000. 

Loss at one major hotel: about $250,000. 

A restaurant: $200,000. 

A ski-rental shop: $150,000. 

The total business community reportedly 
went about $20 million in debt. 

Unemployne nt in the area remained for 
several months at about 1|0$. 

Special disaster loans were arranged for 
no fewer than 350 Mammoth business people. 

The mountain snow level never got above 
two feet; for many skiers, "too dangerous." The 
upper ski runs opened for one day only - and 
then only after the holidays were over. 

At June Lake: No loss estimates avail¬ 
able, but probably similar in ratio. 
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Alarming Spread of Deadly "Angel Dust" 

AMONG THE DRUG USERS IN INYO'S SUB-CULTURE, "ANGEL DUST" HAS YET TO CLAIM A FATAL CASUALTY, 
BUT OFFICERS ARE CONCERNED ABOUT ITS INCREASING USE AND THE NAIVETE OF THE YOUNG WHO BUY IT 

Q erall, the contrast between the popular 
street drugs and and new and deadly one 
- itpCpit or "Angel Dust" - is dramatic, to 
say the least. 

And if the county's residents and peace 
-•officers are concerned over the increasing use 
of drugs, they are appalled by the emergence 
of the new one. Even some of the valley's reg¬ 
ular users of drugs (marijuana and ampheta¬ 
mines) are worriedj the bizarre and often vio¬ 
lent behavior it evokes, and its long-lasting 
effects (about 2hi hours to "come down"), very 
often combine to land its users in jail or 
the hospital, and, though less frequently, in 
the morgue. 

In Inyo County the widening spread of 
J'Angel Dust" use came into sharper focus with 
a recent grand jury investigation - and seven 
felony indictments - of a Lone line drug deal¬ 
er. So far none of his clients have wound up 
dead, but Inyo sheriff's officers feel that a 
number of "marijuana" buyers may have been 
duped into thinking that what they'd been buy¬ 
ing v;a3 merely a "good grade of grass," but 
they'd actually been getting marijuana either 
mixed with "Angel Dust," or soaked in a solu¬ 
tion of its crystals. The drug is considered 
highly addictive, more dangerous in its effect 
than even herein, and its users are quickly 
"hooked" by the profit-oriented pusher* 

Since its appearance and growth on the 
drug scene, phencyclidine (its generic name) 
has provided at least a few statistics. To 
officers and researchers they are frightening} 

In Los Angeles alone (generally, Inyo 



ONE OF ABOUT 30 GLIDER PILOTS who 
attended a state-wide fly-in at 
Bishop was Lynn Swann of Pomona. 
After the meet ended on Sunday, he 
maneuvered his plane to 13,000 
feet and headed southward, but he 
rapidly ran out of wind currents 
to stay aloft.The Owens Valley is 
considered by glider enthusiasts 
to be a choice flying area because 
of its windy "lift," a condition 
which for Swann failed to materi¬ 
alize. He came down at Independ¬ 
ence and, hands on hips, patiently 
awaited his wife towing a trailer 
that would carry the glider home. 



County's source) there were 2? deaths in the 
past year, not counting those who died from 
activities brought about by its use: fights 
and assaults started by its crazed users, ac¬ 
cidents brought about by insane drivers, etc. 

An Inyo detective, Monte Yancey, says 
his department was alerted some time back by 
the Department of Justice and state and fed¬ 
eral bureaus of narcotics. In his own invest¬ 
igations Yancey has found out that "Angel Dust' 
works on "the involuntary muscle system of 
its users" and that they "simply stop breath¬ 
ing." But during the "high," the individual 
becomes virtually immune to pain, or concern 
for pain, and in some cases seems to attain a 
kind of "super-strength." Southland officers 
attempting to arrest users on a "high" have 
very often found their adversary so crazed and 
"strong," so unconcerned by threats of bodily 
harm, that arrests are difficult to make in 
any peaceful way. 

Yancey said that ordinary cigarettes nmy 
be soaked in "Angel Dust" solution, or sold 
in many other ways that make detection diffi¬ 
cult. Another cause of concern is the fact 
that the drug requires no sophisticated net¬ 
work of smugglers to bring it across guarded 
borders; it can be manufactured anywhere by 
practically anyone using certain readily avail¬ 
able and legal chemicals* 

Back in the 1950's, phencyclidine was 
used medically as an anesthetic. But the doc¬ 
tors discontinued its use after noticing its 
negative side effects that; appeared in pati¬ 
ents. (See ANGEL DUST, Page L) 





















CAN INYO BE “GEORGIA"? 

FILM COMPANY'LIKES THE COURTHOUSE, 

BUT WHAT ABOUT THOSE TALL MOUNTAINS? 

I f Hollywood's illusion-makers can somehow 
convincingly transform an Inyo community 
. into a "small town in Georgia," another 
film company may soon come here for a new mov¬ 
ie production. 

’That appeals to the eye behind the cam¬ 
era is Independence's striking courthouse, and 
one of the town's little cafes. How to shoot 
around a backdrop of .towering mountains and 
the area's bleak and water-drained desertland 
is another thing, however. 

Though nothing is definite. Lone June's 
long-time movie liaison man, Bruce Morgan, 
has been telephoning encouragements to the 
movie company, and forwarding still photos of 
possible set3 here that may fit in with the 


RAIN-MAKERS, Continued 

ing is for - not, as many think, for a quick 
end to a serious drought. But in that it can 
help. 

As Henderson explains it - in the way of 
the old alchemists who claimed it takes gold 
to make gold - "You need water to get water." 
"Brought," he said, "is the worst time to seed 
clouds." 

Henderson '3 company, however, can show 
that when the clouds are there, hovering with 
their promise of rain over the Sierras, that 
seeding them can induce them to release much 
of the moisture that otherwise would blow ov¬ 
er. 7/hen the drought reached its peak last 
year, L.A.'s Department of Water and Power o- 
vercame its hesitancy to try cloud-3eeding. 
Although Pacific Gas & Electric and the Edi¬ 
son Company had long made use of weather mod¬ 
ification techniques in their water manage¬ 
ment programs, DY/P held off, due mostly to 
their own doubt3 cf its practicality, but also 
because of serious opposition by wary resi¬ 
dents of Mono County who feared a flood. 

It was with some desperation that the . 
department cautiously moved in that direction 
last year. If the results were conclusive, 
the department has not made any figures avail¬ 
able, but the fact of another contract for 
seeding this year would indicate there was a 
profit in the program. 

There is still the feeling among many 
that cloud-3eeding in one area deprives other 
areas of moisture. To that, Henderson replies 
that "Clouds don't work that way. There's a 
reservoir in the sky" - six times the amount 
of water needed over the earth which passes 
overhead in cloud formations. 

Henderson's firm began its 1977-78 Inyo 
program two weeks ago. The company had "a good 
seeding" on the 18th, which may or may not 
have had anything to do with Mammoth's mammoth 
snowfall in recent days. Henderson said the 
-ammoth area "produces good thick clouds with 
a high potential for seeding." 

7/ith its history of proven success as a 
weather modifier - a "rain-maker" - Atmospher¬ 
ics, Inc., is not without customers. Other 
areas scheduled for seeding this season; Kern 
County, the ’.Yalker-Carson area, and much of 
Nevada and Tahoe. 


proposed shooting script. 

Morgan, who has done similar work on ma¬ 
ny Hollywood epics ("How The West Vlas Won," 
"Gunga Din," "Brigham Young," "Bengal Lanc¬ 
ers," and a host of TV flicks) said that al¬ 
though he had retired from the film business, 
he had been contacted by the Lone Pine Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce to promote Inyo as a movie 
location. "We used to have all kinds of mov¬ 
ies up here," said Morgan, "but not so much 
recently. They're changing the type of pic¬ 
tures; a lot of companies going overseas to 
shoot." 

Morgan's film location career began be¬ 
cause Hollywood found out he could provide a 
whole pack station full of stock for its wes¬ 
terns. Morgan worked with Russell Spainhower, 
the rancher, "who started the movie business 
up here." 

Morgan said the chamber of commerce, as 
part of a larger county promotion committee, 
contacted him several months ago. "The state 
has a committee working on establishing an or¬ 
ganization to advise producers of'locations in 
the state," he added. 


ANGEL DUST, Continued 

In recent months two California research 
men - Steve Lemer and Dr. Stanley Burns - have 
conducted exhaustive studies into the drug and 
its uses and effects. Lemer is considered as 
probably the best-informed man in the country 
in matters of "PCP." He says users are "shoot¬ 
ing" the drug (via hypodermic), sniffing it 
like cocaine - and simply drinking a solution 
made with its crystals. They're also loading 
marijuana with it, and concocting a popular 
cigarette form called a "Thai Stick." 

Lerner's statistics revealed further 
bad news: The average age of "Angel Dust" users 
is lUjj years old - which is to say they're old 
enough to be interested, and young enough and 
impressionable enough to be hooked by "PCP's" 
"cool" pushers. (In this regard it is not sur¬ 
prising to learn that the indicted Inyo suspect 
was arrested in the company of a teen-age girl.) 

Lerner told newsmen that "PCP" is clear¬ 
ly "the most dangerous drug available," even 
imoreso than heroin. He speaks of its long-term 
!effects which are "physiological," and which 
by comparison make marijuana's "psychological" 
effects of practically no concern. A combina¬ 
tion of the two, however, is often devastating. 

Officers say that there are "a number of 
cases" in which otherwise "peaceful" marijuana 
smokers, normally non-violent, have committed 
murder on practically no provocation. 

And some drug users have found - to their 
dismay — that they can no longer get by under 
a misdemeanor law that allows them to possess 
under an ounce of marijuana; a "Thai Stick," 
or marijuana cigarette soaked in "PCP" is con¬ 
sidered by the law to be feloniously illegal. 
Detective Yancey's concern - beyond the concern 
of any officer dealing with the drug problem - 
is the fact that "There is ignorance everywhere 
on this drug...a very dangerous ignorance." 

Los Angeles' concern about "Angel Dust" 
was reflected this week in a three-part special 
report produced on L.A.'s KNXT Channel 2 News¬ 
room. Officials and researchers everywhere are 
turning to the media spread the word about the 
drug. 
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The NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant to public is¬ 
sues, and the editors will publish on the FORUM page those they 
consider to be timely. Due to space considerations, letters should not exceed 200 words. Wh'* 
Viewpoints concisely stated are those most likely to be chosen for publication. Address 
your statement to NEWS-LETTER, PO Box 531, Independence 93526, or call 714 878-2582, 

INYO'S "IMPUDENCE" IN WANTING 
BACK ITS OWN COSMIC DEBRIS 

"It took a detachment of Marines, a hea¬ 
vy-duty helicopter and federal government or¬ 
ders from VJasington to snatch the "Old Woman" 
away from two California prospectors who dis¬ 
covered the three-ton*meteorite in the Old 
7/bman Mountains of San Bernardino County. This 
happened in spite of the fact that a mining 
claim had been filed. 

',‘fi th customary high-handedness the Smiih- 
sonian had pulled the proper wires when the 
prospectors announced their discovery. p 

Smithsonian policy stipulates that the 
institution automatically owns all meteorites 
past, present and future and no matter where 
they slam-bang into the nation's crust. Muse¬ 
um officials loftily dismiss the matter by 
pointing out that the Smithsonian has in its 
possession more than one-half the world's 
known meteorites. One of these is the Inyo met¬ 
eorite found 22 miles northeast of Big Bine in 
1913. It is said that most of these former 



PUP-ULATION EXPLOSION 

AFTER A COURT RULING, THE PUPFISH 
IS ALIVE AND WELL AT DEVIL'S HOLE 

Q er a few hundreds of thousands of years, 
more or less, the inch-long Devil's Hole 
Pupfish ha3 somehow managed to survive in 
his limited and very delicate environment - 
and no//, if the Fish & Game Department's Crys¬ 
tal Ball is accurate, he's set for maybe a„^ 
few hundred thousand more. ^$1 

But probably not with- ;x_, 

out continuing and stringent 
protective laws like those 
which only recently saved his 
ELeistocenic existence. 

For now at least, the 
Pupfish Future appears not 
only bright, but also fat, and 
the finny fellow remains hap¬ 
pily oblivious to the angry 
mutterings of the developers. 

Their thoughtless and profit- 
oriented drain on his water 
supply very nearly did him in. 

Eut the hue and cry raised in 
the tiny Pupfish's defense - | 

(The battle got as far as the bumper-sticker 
kind of campaign) - bailed him out. If that's 
not a contradiction in terms. 

Pupfish, or Cyprinodon Diabolis, has 
doubled his population in the past year and 
he lives now in relative safety with plenty 
of Devil's Hole algae to feed upon. Word 
comes from Dr. James Dean of the University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas, that Pupfish's remark¬ 
able resurgence is due to a 1976 ruling of the 
United States Supreme Court. The court set a 
strict limit on the amount of water that is to 
be pumped from underground basins in the Ash 
Meadows area of Nevada, a part of Death Valley 
National Monument. 


space travelers are not on display, but collect 
dust in a locked storeroom. 

Claiming that the Smithsonian has no in¬ 
herent right to spirit away California's cos¬ 
mic treasures, the County of San Bernardino, 
and the State of California, made a case of the 
affair in federal court. Then Senator Alan 
Cranston and Pep Shirley Pettis of Loma Linda 
led a California delegation in talcing the case 
to Secretary of the Interior Cecil Andrus. 

"V/hy the hell not let California keep 
it.'?," snorted the secretary, who then follow¬ 
ed up with an order granting permanent custo¬ 
dy to California, to study the meteorite and 
to display it to the general public. Y.hen the 
episode is concluded, California mil finally 
possess a new source of pride in the form of 
its own meteorite. 

Y/hile director of the Inyo County Muse¬ 
ums Department I tried to arrange for transfer 
of the 300-pound Inyo Meteorite from the Smith¬ 
sonian to Eastern California Museum for dis¬ 
play. The reply to my inquiry inferred that 
the Smithsonian considered it impudent to ev¬ 
en think of such a transaction. It is re¬ 
freshing to learn that the old-time "Battle¬ 
ship Diplomacy" era in which large museums 
worldwide took what they wanted because of 
their imposing size and prestige, is passing." 

- Henry Baub, Independence 



■ Ulcj. _— -c 
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CYPRINODON DIABOLIS ' * * 

.'..love on a submerged ledge... 


News of the Pupfish's survival and pro¬ 
liferation was gleefully received as a highlight 
of a meeting of the Desert Fishes Council at 
Death Valley this month. The 
convened ichthyologists and 
biologists were told that Pup- 
fish's numbers now exceed LOO 
(double that of a year ago), 
and that the water level at 
Devil's Hole has risen about 
three inches in the year just 
past. Now, the little fellow 
has more room to spawn, and 
according to the best scient¬ 
ific minds that ponder such 
matters, that is a critical 
point. For his watery mating 
games, Pupfish likes a certain 
limestone ledge, and if the 



ledge is above water, his love-life suffers, 
in fact becomes non-existent. 

Bishop's Phil PLster, a Fish & Game bi¬ 
ologist, was program chairman at the recent 
meeting; foresees the day when this monument¬ 
al minnow (After all, how many fish make it to 
the Supreme Court?) will build up to a stagger¬ 
ing pup-ulation figure of 700-800. That's where 
he was before the developers' water pumps al¬ 
most left him literally high and dry. 

Pi-Ster also had some other good news for 
the gathered scientistst The Ash Meadows water 
basin's recovery also assures the survival of 
another endangered piscatorial presence, the 
Y/arm Springs Pupfish. 
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DOT SQUABBLE, Continued 

when asked to explain DVJP's change of mind, 

"to bring up lot sales when the officials were 
haggling over water and power rates*" 

Wickser said the sale plan did get so 
far as the board of water commissioners (who, 
presumably, had made the proposal in the first 
place), but that "they deferred action until 
after the rate hearings." 

Based on DOT'S past record, there is 
considerable question as to whether it will 
ever divest itself of its vast holdings spread 
over Inyo County. But'7/ickser says, "Now it 
looks like it will be February before the sale 
can get started." He apparently had some doubt 
about the proposal even then: "As for the chan¬ 
ces of things rolling through with the approval 
of the city officials, the commissioners have 
indicated support. As for the city council, 
Yaroslavsky (council water and power committee 
member) said he would have no problems with the 
the sale." But WicKser warned that he "has no 
idea" of the feelings of other city council 
members• 

As for Yaroslavsky, he ha3 already made 
publicly clear, as have some water commission¬ 
ers, their view on the property sales in Inyo 
County. Yaroslavsky said during a recent visit 
to Inyo that the council "is not eager" to co¬ 
operate with the county, until Inyo shows what 
he calls "co-operation." His word was consider¬ 
ed by Inyo officials to be a code meaning for 
"cooperation by turning loose of Owens Valley 
groundwater," but Yaroslavsky fell short of be¬ 
ing that candid. 

Meanwhile, as if DOT had to re-establish 
credibility (which of late has suffered some), 
one of the water commissioners has dredged up 
a liO-year-old DY TP resolution that so far has 
only served to confuse further the bewildered 
Inyo Countians. The resolution (#179 dated 
1938) eloquently proclaims DOT'S intent to re¬ 
turn to the locals their land. But Resolution 
179's weakness lies in some of the wording 
which in effect says DOT is all-too-willing to 
sell out so long as it vion't go beyond "safe¬ 
guarding the interests" of Bos Angeles. The 
resolution contains enough loopholes to leave 
it open to any convenient interpretation. It 
was trotted out for the Inyo colonials to see 
only after a Bishop businessman and former 
grand jury foreman, Moe Jacobson, claimed 
that he was told by a COT official that DOT 
actually has no intention whatever to sell 
any land. 

Recently - after DOT had bought more 
valley land, VfLckser defended the action by 
saying it was "a move to escape future assess¬ 
ments from a possible future local develop¬ 
ment." (The land in question - for which DOT 
could afford to pay $20,000 more than the 
previous acceptable bid of a private buyer — 
was to have been used for alfalfa growing. 
■Remotely situated, it is clearly unlikely as 
a prospect for "development." The private 
buyer's bid had been accepted by a court, and 
now the matter is the subject of a lav/suit.) 

DON'T MISS THE NEWS-LETTER. SUBSCRIBE TODAY. 


COUNTING INYO’S ELM BUGS 

IF THE BEETLES CAN'T TELL THEIR MATES FROM 
A PIECE OF CARDBOARD, THE ELMS MAY SURVIVE 

T he "sticky cardboard" traps - like fly-pap¬ 
er - they've been putting up each summer 
to catch Elm Beetles, apparently caught 
fewer of them this past season, and for UC's 
entomology department that's good news. They 
think. 

Apparently all the results aren't in yet, 
but UC may be winning the Elm Beetle Battle. 

Their trapping program began two years 
ago with numbers of young men tacking up card¬ 
board on trees and telephone poles. Owens Val¬ 
ley had been selected ("because it is isolat¬ 
ed") as an ideal site to begin studies on 
Dutch Elm Disease. A fungus that causes the 
disease - deadly for Elms - is carried by the 
Elm Beetle, and Inyo's beetles are so far un¬ 
exposed to it. The malady has quite literally 
spread like the plague from Europe to the 
eastern United States - and is heading west- 
ward. 

Scientists at the University of Califor¬ 
nia, Davis, hope that with their beetle traps 
they can find a solution to the problem. In 
that hope they are tinkering with -the sex life 
of the ELm Beetle to reduce his numbers. 

They have found that the Elm Beetle is 
no easy varmint to figure out. Insecticides 
have failed to do the job since they can't use 
them in populated areas. The Elm Beetle is 
practically invisible (2J- millimeters long), 
but - perhaps to make up for his lack of size 
- he is prolific. 

UC Post-grad Jeff Miller, working on the 
beetle project, said that "They are trying to 
catch the beetles before they reproduce." In 
order to do that, according to another project 
worker, Roger Schley, the entomologists are 
luring the males away from the females - this 
with cardboard traps which fairly reek with 
beetle sex attractant and another mixture that 
smells, to a beetle at least, like a dying FU m 
tree. 

■When they did their beetle counts after 
the last season, they found a lot less beet¬ 
les than before. In one area near Independence 
about a fifth of the previous number were en¬ 
trapped on the cardboard. The UC men are hop¬ 
ing that means the beetles are reproducing 
less, and fewer beetles mean a reduction in 
the chances of the fungus spreading. Traces of 
the fungus have been found in California, but 
its spread has been slight. Hopefully, through 
their study - and entrapment - of the tiny bug,, 
the entomologists can learn how to control it 
everywhere - maybe even back in Europe where 
it all began on some pathetic and ill-starred 
ELm. UC will continue its Owens Valley trap- 
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»»»» A/07ES FROM BX«««*f! 

INYO’S NIGHT PILOTS have 
changed their old method of det¬ 
ermining the direction of the 
wind at night, when they land at 
the Independence airstrip. Those 
lights you see from the highway 
are on a recently-installed tar- 
. mac, or wind-direction indicator, 
that can be seen clearly from the 
. air. And how did they know which way the wind 
blew before the tarmac? They’d take a low dip 
over the well-lighted courthouse and see which 
way the flag was flying...and some still do 
that, just as a double check; it's the best 
wind-sock around. 



IN PROTEST OF A COST-OF-LIVING INCREASE, 
a courthouse employee resigned membership in 
the Inyo County Employees Association during 
the past year. The association is the organi¬ 
zation that annually does battle with the ad¬ 
ministration for wage increases. The resignee 
did not, however, turn down this year's wage 
hike. 

A TIP OF BENETT’S BONNET to the Inyo 
Sheriff's Posse (the county's mountain rescue 
team) for NEWS-LETTER' s plug in their own news¬ 
letter. I'm not the mountain-climbing type (I 
am fearful of anything that's not paved over, 
if it comes to the outdoors), but for those 
who dig the rugged life, I'm sure the presence 
of the rescue experts must be reassuring. Some 
fine day, I hope the down-south mountain ama¬ 
teurs may realize how much time and effort the 
rescue teams put into their volunteer work - 
and how costly to all of us are the amateurs' 
stupidities. 

###• 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE: Lone line's Ben 
Randolph. He's one of the only real philosoph¬ 
ers we know - and his jewelry design is exquis¬ 
ite J 

•a** 

AND MORE VPP's: Bob Thayer, Elsie Ayers, 
G.A. and Claudine Logsdon, and Jeff Viald of 
Channel 2's assignment desk; likewise Terry 
Crofoot at Channel 7. Also Bishop's Kathleen 
Yfonacott, and Ron Stone. 

■WBF 

GRO'.YING DISCONTENT over the DWP's lease 
increases - as much as 150 - 200 $ in some cases, 
or so we are told by one who should know. It 
has reached the point wheVe a few businessmen 
. who have heretofore remained silent in the wat¬ 
er issue, are calling their lawyers. The dep- 
. artment may be in for more lawsuits. 

BEST AND MOST EFFICIENTLY PROFESSIONAL 
waiter in the Owens Valley is the Embers' 
Umberto Cecchi. Ask for him when you dine there 
if you Tike detailed attention. 

FRIENDS AT MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN say the town 
i s jumping and money is flowing again. A few 
of Inyo's VIP's (who shall remain anonymous) 
were partying at The Rafters this past week 
and raving over the mountain's four feet of 
snow. The storm does not end the drouth, but 
it's already putting bucks in Inyo pockets. 


A NR’iT RECREATIONAL AREA near little Lake 
may be the result of talks between the county 
administration and the Fish & Game Department. 
It would be a joint effort. The plan is to buy 
300 privately-held acres in the area. 

•MSHfr 


And may the news in your day be good 
news, every day... 



In order to acquaint all Inyo Countians 
with the INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER, the editors 
each week add new names to NEWS-LETTER's mail 
list, and remove others, To be sure you regu¬ 
larly receive your copy, subscribe now. 
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COURT WATCH, Continued 


"several letters and calls" from citizens off¬ 
ering their support and their help in the is¬ 
sue. 

One association spokesman said late last 
week that "sentencing has picked up" and that 
criminal sentences are "more representative of 
the ciime." The deputies, however, were unable 
- at this time - to offer any statistics sup¬ 
porting their claim, but that too is an immed¬ 
iate goal. They plan to implement a program of 
"court watching," one that would include stat¬ 
istical records on court activity, and release 
of those records to the media. 

Meanwhile, callers asking "what they can 
do" are told to visit the courts and watch the 
handling of criminal cases. But whether even 
mobs of visitors in the audience would have 
bearing on sentences handed down has yet to be 
seen. Judge Verne Summers of Inyo Superior 
Court, said that he still has "no comment" on 
the deputies' association or its charges. As 
for "sentencing picking up," Summers said he 
is "calling them the sam.e" as before. 

But the deputies say that similar prog¬ 
rams have worked elsewhere - in Oakland and in 
Southern California, for instance - and there 
have been "obvious changes" in sentencing pat¬ 
terns. Association Vice-President Tom Gonzales 
said members of the organization will be meet¬ 
ing with civic and service groups, " so that 
they can set up a group independent of the dep¬ 
uties' association...something believeable." 

The deputies, cognizant of their partisan 
situation in the crime picture, are hopeful 
that the momentum they have started, will be 
continued by citizens' groups. Response they 
have received so far might indicate they will 
realize their hope. More, it would seem, than 
ju3t the deputies aro "court watching." 
































COUNTY, Continued 

recover his job, he nonetheless has brought ab¬ 
out some suggested changes to increase office 
efficiency. The county administrator said the 
office now operates "better than ever," but for 
Kelley, who has "lost" the veterans, the action 
comes too late. 

In the course of the long-drawn-out Kel¬ 
ley issue there emerged, for the supervisors at 
least, the realization of the unexpectedly "po¬ 
litical" nature of the veterans service office 
which for years had functioned (or malfunction¬ 
ed) with little notice. But as one pointed out: 
"The actions taken or not taken by the veterans 
service officer have direct bearing on the vet¬ 
erans' pocketbooks." 

This time, the supervisors are looking far 
an officer "with experience," Nobody seems to 
know just when Kelley's office will be filled, 
or if the board can quickly find a qualified 
vet with the management expertise - and the po¬ 
litical acumen - to keep the county's veterans 
happy, or for how long, 

BISHOP SEWER PROJECT: SETTLING WITH RAMOS 

Bishop sewer project Contractor Joe Ramos 
had complained of delays in his work caused by 
the county government and its right-of-way hag¬ 
gling with the Department of Water and Power• 

He was paid $5>0,;000 over contract estimates. He 
then asked for more. And so, hoping to avoid 
litigation and further delays in Ramos' still- 
unfinished work, the supervisors last week ac¬ 
ceded to Ramos' demand for $65,000 to complete 
the job. Written into their contract, however, 
is the stipulation that Ramos pay off the work¬ 
ers and sub-contractors snapping at his heels 
for payment of long past-due bills, Ramos says 
he will complete the job, but whether there is 


enough money to cover that cost and to meet 
the obligations too, is yet to be seen, 

WELFARE REFORM: GETTING IN OUR TWO CENTS’ WORTH 

Although they see merit in the "spirit 
and intent" of President Carter's welfare re¬ 
form bill, the supervisors may write into a 
proposed resolution their criticisms of it. 

Many county officials hold a hearty, and 
typically conservative, dislike for many of 
the specifics contained in the bill. Among its 
detractors is Supervisor Chairman Herbert Lon¬ 
don who claims that once again a welfare pro¬ 
posal seriously lacks the incentive clauses 
he feels are necessary to get welfare recipi¬ 
ents back to work and "off the dole," 

London, along with many over the nation, 
think Carter's plan perpetuates the conditions 
that make it more profitable to collect wel¬ 
fare than to go to work. Supervisor Richard 
McDonald adds another complaints "The proposed 
Carter bill just creates more government jobs," 
McDonald says it allows for nothing "in the 
private sector" that night create "a lasting 
improvement in the economy," 

And indeed Carter's plan "creates more 
government jobs" - liwi; million dollars' worth 
at federal, state and local levels, that will 
manage the bureaucracy's complex and burgeon¬ 
ing regulatory powers. The bill is still in 
the public hearing stage, and county govern¬ 
ments were asked to express their opinions. 

Over the country it was thought that 
most county reaction vrould be favorable; what¬ 
ever even the more conservative county govern¬ 
ments may think of the bill's weaknesses (such 
as those expressed by London and McDonald), 
there are few who will turn down the "local 
level" jobs - and cash inflow — it provides. 
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